
Required Practical Review 
 

Chemistry Practical – making a salt 
 
Free science lessons: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9GH95172Js8 
GCSEpod: https://members.gcsepod.com/shared/podcasts/title/12343   
 

 

Know it 
 

1. Heat sulfuric acid gently. 
2. Add small amounts of copper (II) oxide. Stir. 
3. Continue to add copper (II) oxide until some of it remains after stirring. 
4. Allow apparatus to cool. 
5. Filter the solution to remove the excess copper oxide. 
6. Transfer to evaporating basin.  
7. Evaporate this gently using a water bath. Stop heating once crystals start to form. 
8. Transfer to the crystallising dish.  Leave this in a cool place for at least 24 hours. 
9. Carefully remove the crystals with a spatula.  
10. Gently pat the crystals of copper (II) sulfate dry between two pieces of filter paper.   
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Heat 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9GH95172Js8
https://members.gcsepod.com/shared/podcasts/title/12343


Review it 
 
Complete the tasks below in your book: 
 

Up to grade 4 
 

• What safety precautions should you take when carrying out this 
experiment & why? 

 

• Why was it necessary to warm the sulfuric acid? 
 

• What colour was the copper sulfate solution that formed 
 
 

 
Grade 5-7 
 

• Why was it necessary to add copper oxide until it was present in excess? 
 

• How did you know when the copper oxide was present in excess? 
 

• How did you separate the excess copper oxide from the copper sulfate 
solution? 

 

• What is meant by the filtrate? 
 

• What is meant by the residue? 
 
 
Grade 7+ 
 

• What is the filtrate in this experiment? 
 

• What is the residue in this experiment? 
 

• Why is a water bath used to evaporate the water from the copper sulfate 
solution instead of heating the evaporating basin directly with a Bunsen 
burner? 

 

• Why should you not evaporate all of the water from the copper sulfate 
solution? 
 
 
 



Test it & Mark it 
 
Answer the exam questions below in your book:  
 

 
 



 
 



 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 

 
 



 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 


